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lay Collection of Maya Sculptures from Central America, published in
A.D. 1923 by order of the Trustees. The exhibits and the guide-book,
between them, introduced me to a culture which had previously been
beyond my historical horizon. I ascertained that the object which had
first caught my eye was a cast of 'Monolithic Animal P* from Quirigua.
From that day onwards, the Mayan Civilization had a place on my
mental map.

When, in July 1908, I was staying with my Mother's former pupil
and life-long bosom friend Urith Perrot in her house at Blellach, near
Dinnet, on Donside, I found there in the library Lactantius's De Morti-
bus Persecutorum and the Nuremberg Chronicle, and sat up reading
them into the small hours of those twilight midsummer Scottish nights.

Thomas Hodgkin, in Italy and her Invaders* awakened my interest in
the post-Hellenic interregnum when I found and read the book in
Moberly Library at Winchester.

The Benedictine Abbey at Ampleforth has made me aware of the
spiritual impetus of the Western Christian monastic life, and has shown
me that the secret of the historical continuity of the Benedictine Order
is the whole-heartedness of the faith of Saint Benedict's spiritual sons.
Listening to the singing of the Office in the church, and reminding my-
self that this opus Dei- had been carried on without a break throughout
the fourteen hundred years that had passed since the Founder's genera-
tion, I came to realize that this Western religious community, which was
the matrix of Western Christendom, possessed a greater vitality than
any of the secular institutions that had hived off from it. Driven from
Westminster on to the Continent by the outbreak of the Reformation,
this particular Benedictine community had struck root again at Dieu-
louard in Lorraine, where, for the next quarter of a millennium, it had
been kept alive by a constant supply of English postulants who could
follow the monastic calling only at the price of expatriation. Driven
from Dieulouard back to England by the outbreak of the French Revolu-
tion, the community had struck fresh root in the vale of Ampleforth in
Yorkshire, How had it managed to survive these successive uprootings ?
This question has been answered for me by my experience of the friend-
ships that I have had the happiness of making with some of this com-
munity's living members.

My Mother made me aware that there had been a Byzantine, as well
as a Carolingian, Empire, and that the Normans had conquered Sicily
as well as England.

E. A. Freeman's Historical Essays2 opened up for me vistas of Western
and Hellenic history that led me out into the great open spaces beyond.

1 Oxford 1892-9, Clarendon Press, 8 vols. in 9 parts.

a London: First Series 1871; Second Series 1873; Third Series 1879; Fourth Series
1892: all published by JMscinilbin.